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1. Which of the following religious 

movements belongs to the ‘Shramana 

School’? 

1. Jainism 

2. Vaisheshika 

3. Ajivikas 

4. Buddhism 

Select the correct answer from the code 

given below: 

a) 1 and 4 only 

b) 1, 3 and 4 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

2. Which one of the four Vedas makes a clear 

reference to Rishabha and Arishtanemi, the 

Jaina tirthankaras? 

(a) Rig Veda 

(b) Yajur Veda 

(c) Sarna Veda 

(d) Atharva Veda 

 

 

3. The Buddhist doctrine of patichcha-

samuppada or dependent origination is 

contained in which of the four Noble Truths? 

(a) First 

(b) Second 

(c) Third 

(d) Fourth 

 

4. Which of the following statement is correct 

1. Panini was a contemporary of 

Nanda dynasty  

2. Patanjali performed rites of 

Ashvamedha yajna for Pushyamitra 

Sunga 

3. Varuchi was one among the nine 

gems of Chandragupta II 

4. Amarasimha is the chief minister of 

Harshavardana 

Select the answer from the below codes 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 

 

 

5. Which of the following is true about 

religion in Early vedic period  

1. Rig Veda indicates a diversity of 

religious practices and gods 

2. All the people in Rig Vedic times 

honoured Rig Vedic gods 

3. Rig Veda reflects a naturalistic 

polytheism 

Select the answer from the below codes 

a) 1 and 2 only     

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 1, 2 and 3     

d) None of the above 

 

6. Which one of the following pairs does not 

form part of the six systems of Indian 

Philosophy?  

(a) Mimamsa and Vedanta 

(b) Nyaya and Vaisheshika 

(c) Lokayata and Kapalika 

(d) Sankhya and Yoga 

 

 

7. Consider List I and List II: 

List I   List II 

(i) Sujata   Buddha’s mother 

(ii) Yasodhara Buddha’s wife 

(iii) Kanthaka Buddha’s horse 

(iv) Channa   Buddha’s charioteer 

(v) Mahamaya  The girl who offered 

milk-rice to Buddha 

after his enlightenment 

Which of the above are correctly matched? 

Choose the answer from the codes given 

below: 

(a) i, ii and iii 

(b) ii, iii and iv 

(c) iii, iv and v 

(d) i, iii and v 

 

8. Between which of the following was the 

ancient town of Takshasila located?  

(a) Indus and Jhelum  

(b) Jhelum and Chenab 

(c) Chenab and Ravi 

(d) Ravi and Beas 
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9. Regarding the Indus Valley Civilization, 

consider the following statements : 

1. It was predominantly a secular 

civilization and the religious element, 

though present, did not dominate the 

scene 

2. During this period, cotton was used 

for manufacturing textiles in India  

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

10. With reference to Vedic literature, 

consider the following statements:  

1.  Shruti is considered eternal 

whereas Smriti is subject to change.  

2.  Smriti stands in direct opposition 

or contrast  to Shruti.  

Which of the statements given above is/are  

correct?  

a) 1 only  

b) 2 only  

c) Both 1 and 2  

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

11. Which of the following were the 

consequences of Central Asian Invasion in 

India? 

1. Better Cavalry 

2. Promotion of Agriculture 

3. Introduction of Gold coins on a 

wide scale. 

4. Origin of Hinayana Buddhism 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12. Match the following: Important 

Archeological Findings Harappan Sites 

A. Harappa  1. Remains of horse bones 

B. Banawali  2. Red sandstone male torso 

C. Ropar  3. City with radial streets 

D. Surkotada 4. Dog buried with human 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

    A B C D 

(a) 1 4 3 2 

(b) 2 3 4 1 

(c) 3 1 2 4 

(d) 4 2 1 3 

 

13. Consider the following statements with 

reference to Vinaya Pitaka: 

1. It is the collection of the Buddha’s 

sermons on matters of doctrine and 

ethics. 

2. It was recited by Upali, a Buddha 

disciple. 

3. It was compiled at the first 

Buddhist council at Rajgriha. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 2 and 3 only 

 

 

14. Consider the following statements 

regarding the diseases and origin of Medicine 

in ancient India: 

1. Yajur Veda is the first book that 

deal with medicine diseases and its 

cure. 

2. Dhanvantari is considered as the 

God of medicine. 

3. Takshila and Varanasi emerged as 

the centres for medicinal learning. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 
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15. As per Buddhist Philosophy, the universe 

is: 

1. Transient 

2. Sorrowful 

3. Soulless 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

16. This school believes in the physicality of 

the Universe and is considered to be the 

realistic and objective philosophy that 

governs the universe. This school has a 

scientific approach and explains  the 

phenomenon of this universe. It was also 

responsible for the beginning of physics in 

the Indian subcontinent. 

Which of the following Schools of Philosophy 

is explained in the above passage? 

(a) Samkhya 

(b) Vedanta 

(c) Mimamsa 

(d) Vaisheshika 

 

 

17. Consider the following statements 

regarding the development of Sanskrit 

language: 

1. Ashvagosha’s Buddhacharita was 

written in Sanskrit. 

2. Panini’s Asthadhyayi is the oldest 

book related to Sanskrit grammar. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18.  Consider the following statements, 

with respect to agriculture in Harappan 

Civilization: 

1. As no trace of ploughshare or hoe 

has been found, it is inferred that 

fields were not ploughed. 

2. They were the earliest people to 

produce cotton. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

19. Which one of the following best describes 

the term Shalbhanjika seen in ancient India? 

(a) A group of anonymous sculptures 

from the Nanda period. 

(b) A type of temple constructed in the 

Harappan period dedicated to Mother 

goddess. 

(c) It describes sculpture of a woman, 

with stylized feminine features, 

standing near a tree and grasping a 

branch. 

(d) A mural painting of dying prince 

from the Ajanta caves. 

 

 

20. Consider the following statements 

regarding Brahmanas and Arayankas: 

1. Both Arayankas and Brahamanas 

are attached to the Vedas. 

2. Brahmanas consist of Samihtas, 

hymns and rituals of Vedas 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 
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21. Consider the following pairs: 

Symbols Events in Buddha’s life 

1. Stupa   : Parinirvana 

2. Bodhi Tree : Nirvana 

3. Horse   : Mahabhinishkramana 

Which of the above pairs are correctly 

matched? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

22. Consider the following statements 

regarding the second Buddhist Council: 

1. It was held at Patliputra. 

2. The monastic order was divided into 

Mahayana and Hinayana section in this 

council. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

23. With reference to the Stone Age culture 

in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The lower Paleolithic tool technology is 

characterized by flake tool industry. 

2. Middle Paleolithic tools have mostly been 

found in Northern India. 

3. Microliths are the tools of Mesolithic age 

characterized by parallel-side blades. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24. Consider the following statements 

regarding Early Rig Vedic Period: 

1. The Rig Vedic people were mainly 

pastoral and thus fought wars for the 

sake of cows. 

2. Dasas and Dasyus were slaves and 

Shudras who were conquered by 

Aryans. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

25. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Harappan Civilization marked 

the beginning of the second 

urbanization in India. 

2. Harappan people did not practice 

ploughing as iron was unknown to 

them. 

3. Animals depicted on the famous 

Pashupati seals excavated at Harappa 

are a rhino, a buffalo, an elephant 

and a tiger. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

26. Consider the following statements 

regarding religious practices during the Rig 

Vedic period: 

1. There was no idol worship during 

this period. 

2. The dominant mode of worshipping 

was recitation of prayers and 

performance of sacrifices 

accompanied by rituals. 

3. Female gods were less important 

than male gods. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 
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27. Which of the following statements 

regarding Harappan Civilization is correct? 

1. Harappans were both phallus and 

animal worshipers. 

2. Harappan script is largely 

pictographic which has not been 

deciphered yet. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

28. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Sanchi Stupa: 

1. The present stupa at Sanchi was 

originally constructed during Ashoka’s 

reign. 

2. Buddha never visited Sanchi during 

his lifetime. 

3. Toranas at Sanchi were added 

during the Sunga period. 

4. The Sanchi sculptures are, like 

Bharhut sculpture i.e. entirely 

naturalistic in the treatment of the 

human form. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

29. One of the major causes of the spread of 

Jainism in South India is said to have been 

the great famine that took place in Magadha 

200 years after Mahavira’s death. In this 

context, consider the following statement: 

1. Many Jainas migrated to the south 

under the leadership of Sthalabahu. 

2. The southern Jainas began to be 

called digambaras and the 

Magadhans shvetambaras. 

Which of the above statement is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

30. The river most mentioned in early Vedic 

literature is :  

(a) Sindhu  

(b) Sutudri 

(c) Sarasvati 

(d) Ganga 

 

31. Consider the following statements 

regarding the first Buddhist Council  

l. Anand and Upali laid down the 

Sutta Pitaka and Vinaya Pitaka 

respectively  

2. Its proceedings were conducted in 

Sanskrit.  

3 It was held during the lifetime of 

Buddha.  

4. Its main purpose was to maintain 

the purity of Buddha's teachings  

Which of the statements given above are 

correct?  

(a) 1 and 4  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1 and 2  

(d) All of these  

 

 

32. Consider the following statements:  

1.  The Dharmasutras deal with social 

usage and customs of everyday life.   

2.  Manusmriti held that no one could 

engage in agriculture and trade apart 

from shudras.  

3.  The Dharmashastras are the 

ancient law books of Hindus.  

Which of the statements given above is/are  

correct?  

a) 1 and 2 only  

b) 2 only  

c) 1 and 3 only  

d) 1, 2 and 3   

 

33. Jain monastic establishments or shrines 

and temples are called:  

a) Basadi  

b) Chaitya  

c) Mandir  

d) Tirth   
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34. In the Mahayana Buddhism, Bodhisatva 

Avalokitesvara was also known as: 

(a) Vajrapani  

(b) Manjusri 

(c) Padmapani  

(d) Maitreya 

 

35. According to ancient Indian cosmogonic 

ideas thesequential order of the cycle of four 

acons (yugas) is: 

(a) Dvapara, Krita, Treta and Kali 

(b) Krita, Dvapara, Treta and Kali  

(c) Krita, Treta, Dvapara and Kali 

(d) Treta, Dvapara, Kali and Krita 

 

36. Which one of the following pairs is 

correctly matched? 

(a) Harappan civilization – Painted Greyware 

(b) The Kushans – Gandahra School of Art 

(c) The Mughals – Ajanta Paintings 

(d) The Marathas – Pahari School of Painting 

 

37. Who among the following presided over 

the Buddhist Council held during the reign 

of Kanishka at Kashmir ?  

(a) Parsva  

(b) Nagarjuna 

(c) Sudraka  

(d) Vasumitra 

 

38. Anekantavada is a core theory and 

philosophy of which one of the following?  

(a) Buddhism  

(b) Jainism 

(c) Sikkhism  

(d) Vaishnavism 

 

39. With reference to Buddhism, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Padampani is related to the power 

of Buddha. 

2. Vajrapani is related to the 

Bodhisattva of Compassion. 

3. Manjusri is related to Wisdom. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 and 2 only 

b) 2 only 

c) 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

40. Which of the following statements is 

not correct: 

a) Asvaghosha wrote Buddhacharita 

and Saundarananda. 

b) Avadanas literature are dedicated 

to Mahayana Buddhism. 

c) Milinda Panho is Nagasena's 

answers to Megasthenes. 

d) Charaka Samhita dealt with 

medicinal plants. 

 

41. Consider the following statements: 

1. Kshatriya reaction against 

Brahmanical domination 

2. Spread of new agricultural economy 

3. Rise of new cities in northeastern 

India  

4. Practicing the doctrine of non-

violence 

Which of the above is/are the reasons for the 

origin of Buddhism and Jainism? 

(a) 1 only   

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 3 and 4 only  

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

42. Consider the following statements with 

respect to ‘Great’ and ‘Little’ Traditions: 

1. Great Tradition emanated from dominant 

social categories like priests and rulers. 

2. Little tradition refers to great tradition 

tailored according to regional and village 

conditions. 

Which of the above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only   

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

43. Select the correct statement regarding 

Tantric worship: 

(a) Tantric practices were open to both 

men and women. 

(b) Tantric practitioners recognized 

caste and class differences within 

ritual context. 

(c) Tantric worship was confined to 

Eastern India. 

(d) Tantric worshippers recognized the 

authority of vedas. 
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44. With reference to the religious practices 

in India, the “Sammitiyas” sect belongs to 

which religion? 

(a) Buddhism 

(b) Jainism 

(c) Hinduism 

(d) None of the above 

 

 

45. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct regarding Principles of Jainism? 

1. Like Buddhism, it condemns the 

Varna system. 

2. It principally aims at the 

attainment of freedom from worldly 

bonds. 

3. Satya, Ahimsa and Asteya are 

considered as Triratna of Jainism. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only  

(d) None of the above 

 

46. With reference to Indian Bronze 

Sculpture, consider the following statements: 

1. The ‘Dancing Girl’ from Mohenjo-

Daro is the world’s oldest bronze 

sculpture. 

2. Bronze sculptures relating to both 

Hinduism and Buddhism are found in 

the Kashmir region. 

3. Portrait sculptures made of bronze 

were made during the Pallava period. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

47. With reference to the Buddhist Literature 

‘Tripitakas’, consider the following 

statements: 

1. The Sutta Pitaka covers the rules 

and regulations, which should be 

followed by the Buddhist monks. 

2. The Abhidhamma Pitaka 

concentrates on the philosophy and 

metaphysics. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

48. Which of the following statements 

regarding the Neolithic Age is/are correct? 

1. The earliest Neolithic settlements in 

the Indian subcontinent developed in 

the west of River Indus. 

2. The Kashmiri Neolithic culture was 

characterized by the complete absence 

of microliths. 

3. Pottery first appeared in this phase. 

4. People in this phase found 

settlements away from the hilly areas. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1, 3 and 4 only 
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49. With reference to sculptures of Indus 

Valley/Harappan Civilization, consider the 

following statements: 

1. All of the Harappan seals were 

square in shape and were made of 

steatite.  

2. The terracotta sculptures are more 

in number as compared to bronze 

figures.  

3. Northern Black Polished Ware was 

associated with the Indus Valley 

Civilization. 

4. Bones and baked clay were used to 

make ornaments by the Harappans. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only   

(b) 2 and 4 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only  

(d) 3 only 

 

50. Which of the following is the correct 

ascending 

order of the political structure of the Rigvedic 

times in India? 

(a) Grama-Kula-Jana-vis-Rashtra. 

(b) Jana-Kula-vis-grama-Rashtra. 

(c) Jana-kula-grama-vis-rashtra 

(d) Kula-grama-vis-jana-rashtra 

 

51. With respect to ‘Megaliths’ in the Indian 

historical period, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Megaliths were people living in the 

deltaic region of the deep southern 

peninsular India as early as 1000 BC. 

2. They were predominantly 

agriculturists with less advanced 

types of agricultural tools. 

3. The social arrangement developed 

within their primitive societal setup is 

known as Tamizhakam. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) None of the above 

 

 

52. The concept of Anuvrata was advocated 

by: 

(a) Mahayana Buddhism 

(b) Hinayana Buddhism  

(c) Jainism 

(d) The Lokayata school 

 

 

53. Which one of the following is not a part 

of early Jains literature? 

(a) Therigatha  

(b) Acarangasutra  

(c) Sutrakritanga  

(d) Brihatkalpasutra 

 

 

54. The concept of Eight fold path forms the 

theme of: 

(a) Dipavamsa 

(b) Divyavadana 

(c) Mahaparinibban 

(d) Dharma Chakara Pravartana Sutta 

 

 

55. Match List-I (Ancient site) with List-II 

(Archaeological 

finding) and select the correct answer using 

the codes 

given below the lists:  

List-I                    List-II 

(Ancient site)       (Archaeological finding) 

A. Lothal             1. Ploughed field 

B. Kalibangan     2. Dockyard 

C. Dholavira        3. Terrcotta replica of a 

plough 

D. Banawali       4. An inscription 

comprising ten large sized signs 

of the Harappan script 

Codes: 

(a) A – 1; B – 2; C – 3; D – 4 

(b) A – 2; B – 1; C – 4; D – 3 

(c) A – 1; B – 2; C – 4; D – 3 

(d) A – 2; B – 1; C – 3; D – 4 
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56. Which one of the following animals was 

not represented seals and terracotta art of 

the Harappan culture?  

(a) Cow  

(b) Elephant 

(c) Rhinoceros  

(d) Tiger 

 

57. What is the correct chronological order 

in which the 

following appeared in India?  

1. Gold coins 

2. Punch marked silver coins 

3. Iron plough 

4. Urban culture 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 3, 4, 1, 2  

(b) 3, 4, 2, 1 

(c) 4, 3, 1, 2  

(d) 4, 3, 2, 1 

 

 

58. The religion of early Vedic Aryans was 

primarily of 

(a) Bhakti 

(b) image worship and Yajnas 

(c) worship of nature and Yajnas 

(d) worship of nature and Bhakti 

 

 

59. Which of the following statements is/are 

applicable to Jain doctrine?  

1. The surest way of annihilating 

Karma is to practice penance. 

2. Every object, even the smallest 

particle has a soul. 

3. Karma is the bane of the soul and 

must be ended. 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below. 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

 

 

60. With reference to the religious history of 

India, consider the following statements:  

1. Sautrantika and Sammitiya were 

the sects of Jainism. 

2. Sarvastivadin held that the 

constituents of phenomena were not 

wholly momentary, but existed forever 

in a latent form. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

61. Which of the following statements 

regarding Harappan town planning are 

correct? 

1. One of the most important features 

of Harappa was the Great Bath which 

is located at Lothal. 

2. Harappa, Mohenjodaro and 

Kalibangan each had its own citadel, 

built on a high podium of mud brick. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

62. With reference to the Later Vedic 

Period, which of the following sets of pair(s) 

is/are correctly matched? 

Term                        Meaning 

1. Sangrihitri    :  Officer for deposition of  

taxes 

2. Vajapeya       :  Control over areas where  

royal horse went 

uninterrupted 

3. Samhita        : Collection of Vedic mantras 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

a) 1 and 3 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 
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63. Consider the following statements: 

1. Harappan script is regarded as 

pictographic script. 

2. The Harappan script was 

boustrophedon, written from left to 

right and right to left in alternate 

lines. 

3. The Harappan script has not been 

deciphered yet. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 2 and 3 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) 3 only 

 

64. Consider the following statements 

regarding the Vajrayana Buddhism: 

1. It evolved as a movement within 

Hinayana Buddhism. 

2. This school considers Buddha as 

an ordinary person. 

3. It was influenced by primitive local 

cults and practices. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 

 

65. Consider the following statements: 

1. Rig Vedic tribal chiefs had 

unlimited powers. 

2. Vishyapati was the officer 

responsible for collection of taxes in 

the Rig Vedic period. 

3. Status of women in the early Vedic 

period was better than that in later 

Vedic period. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 3 only 

 

 

 

 

66. Which of the following were common to 

both Buddhism and Jainism?  

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance 

and enjoyment  

2. Indifference to the authority of the 

Vedas 

 3. Denial of efficacy of rituals  

4. Non-injury to animal life   

Select the answer using the codes given 

below Codes: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

(b) 2, 3 and 4  

(c) 1, 3, and 4 

(d) 1 and 2 

 

 

67. Which one of the following scripts of 

ancient India was written from right to left? 

(a) Brahmi  

(b) Nandnagari  

(c) Sharada  

(d) Kharosthi 

 

68. Which of the following pairs are correctly 

matched? 

1. Lothal : Ancient dockyard 

2. Sarnath : First Sermon of Buddha 

3. Rajgir : Lion capital of Ashoka 

4. Nalanda : Great seat of Buddhist learning 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

Codes: 

(a) 1, 2, 3 and 4  

(b) 3 and 4 

(c) 1, 2 and 4  

(d) 1 and 2 
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69. With reference to Buddhism, consider 

the following statements: 

1. It does not recognize the existence 

of soul.  

2. In comparison with Brahmanism, 

Buddhism was more liberal and 

democratic. 

3. The use of Sanskrit language 

helped in the spread of Buddhism. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

70. It is a descriptive linguistic treatise 

which covered the whole of Sanskrit 

language’s grammar (including for the Vedic 

part) and also word formation rules in 

“sutra” format. Which among the following 

literary works has been discussed in above 

passage? 

(a) Nyaya Sutra 

(b) Amarakosha 

(c) Astadhyayi 

(d) Rajatarangini 

 

71. Consider the following with respect to 

Later Vedic Age: 

1. The main center of Aryan 

settlement shifted from the Saptha 

Sindhu to Ganga Yamuna doab. 

2. Shudras belonged to the dwija 

system. 

3. The head of the merchants guild 

was called Sresti. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1 and 2 only 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

72. Paticca-Samuppada is the fundamental 

principle among which of the following? 

(a) Jainism 

(b) Shaivism 

(c) Ajivika 

(d) Buddhism 

 

 

73. With reference to the Seals of Indus 

Valley Civilization, consider the following 

statements: 

1. Steatite was the most common 

material used to make seals. 

2. Pictographic script inscribed on the 

seals is not yet deciphered. 

3. The common animal motifs found 

on seals were a unicorn, humped bull, 

rhinoceros, tiger, cow, etc. 

Which of the above statements are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1 and 3 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

74. Consider the following statements 

regarding the later Vedic polity: 

1. It was a monarchical system. 

2. It gave greater stress on hereditary 

rulership. 

3. Vidatha replaced Sabha and Samiti 

as the popular assembly to check the 

king’s authority. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 3 only 

(d) 1 and 3 only 
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75. Consider the following statements 

regarding pre-historic paintings: 

1. The pre-historic paintings were 

generally executed on rocks. 

2. The most common scene depicted 

in these paintings is of group hunting. 

3. Animals are only drawn in bold 

outline while human bodies are drawn 

realistically 

4. Bhimbetka in Madhya Pradesh is 

an important site for these paintings. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 and 3 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 4 only 

(c) 2 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

76. Nearly 1400 settlements of the Harappan 

Civilization have been discovered so far and 

these are distributed over a wide 

geographical area. In this context, consider 

the following statements: 

1. The Harappan Civilization extended 

from Jammu & Kashmir in the north 

to Maharashtra in the south. 

2. Harappan settlements are located 

on the banks of river Indus and its 

tributaries only. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

77. With reference to the history of ancient 

India, which of the following was/were 

common to both Buddhism and Jainism? 

1. Avoidance of extremities of penance 

and enjoyment 

2. Indifference to the authority of the 

Vedas 

3. Denial of efficacy of rituals 

Select the correct answer using the codes 

given below: 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

78. Consider the following statements:  

1. Vardhaman Mahavira's mother was 

the daughter of Lichchhavi chief 

Chetaka 

2. Gautama Buddha's mother was a 

princess from the Koshalan dynasty 

3. Parshvanatha, the twenty-third 

Tirthankara, belonged to Benaras 

Which of these statements is/are correct? 

(a) Only 1  

(b) Only 2 

(c) 2 and 3  

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

79. Consider the following statements: 

1. The Chinese pilgrim Fa-Hien 

attended the fourth Great Buddhist 

Council held by Kanishka. 

2. The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsang 

met Harsha and found him to be 

antagonistic to Buddhism. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2  

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

80. With reference to ancient Jainism, which 

one of the following statements is correct?  

(a) Jainism was spread in South India 

under the leadership of Sthulabahu. 

(b) The Jainas who remained under 

the leadership of Bhadrabahu were 

called Shvetambaras after the council 

held at Pataliputra. 

(c) Jainism enjoyed the patronage of 

the Kalinga king Kharaavela in the 

first century BC. 

(d) In the initial stage of Jainism, the 

Jainas worshipped images unlike the 

Buddhist.  
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81. Which one of the following four Vedas 

contains an account of magical charms and 

spells?  

(a) Rigveda  

(b) Yajurveda 

(c) Atharvaveda  

(d) Samaveda 

 

82. Some Buddhist rock-cut caves are called 

Chaityas, while others are called Viharas. 

What is the difference between the two?  

(a) Vihara is a place of worship, while 

Chaitya is the 

dwelling place of the monks 

(b) Chaitya is a place of worship, while 

Vihara is the 

dwelling place of the monks 

(c) Chaitya is the stupa at the far end 

of the cave, while Vihara is the hall 

axial to it 

(d) There is no material difference 

between the two 

 

83. Which of the following Kingdoms were 

associated with the life of the Buddha?  

1. Avanti  

2. Gandhara 

3. Kosala  

4. Magadha 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below. 

(a) 1, 2 and 3  

(b) 2 and 4. 

(c) 3 and 4 only  

(d) 1, 3 and 4 

 

84. Consider the following statements 

regarding Jainism: 

1. It does not believe in the existence 

of the soul. 

2. Mahavira rejected the authority of 

the Vedas and objected to the Vedic 

rituals. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

85. Which of the following are the 

contributions made by Buddhism to the 

Indian culture? 

1. Concept of ahimsa was one of their 

most important contributions. 

2. The language of Pali and other local 

languages developed through the 

teachings of Buddha. 

3. It promoted education through 

residential universities, such as 

Nalanda and Taxila. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

86. With reference to Jainism in India, 

consider the following statements: 

1. Due to the persecution of Jain 

monks in the Ganga valley, many 

moved south to Sravana Belagola 

which led to the formation of a new 

sect within Jainism. 

2. Sthulabahu the leader of the 

Digambar sect convened the first Jain 

council at Valabhi in Gujarat. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 2 only 

c) Both 1 and 2 

d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

87. Consider the following statements: 

1. Atharvaveda describes the concept of 

Varna System in Indian Society. 

2. Arayankas describes the rituals and 

sacrifices involved in the Vedas from 

various perspectives. 

3. Upanishads are generally considered as 

the last part of the Vedas and are also 

known as Vedanta. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

a) 1 only 

b) 1 and 3 only 

c) 2 and 3 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 



www.educasiumiasacademy.com   2022 Prelims Test Series   Test 1   Ancient India   www.educasium.com Page 15 
 

 

88. Consider the following statements about 

the philosophical systems in Ancient 

India: 

1. The Nyaya Philosophy developed as 

a system of logic. 

2. The Vaisheshika School 

propounded the atom theory, believing 

that all material objects are made up 

of atoms. 

Which of the statements given above 

is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

89. Which of the following deities find their 

mention in Rig Veda? 

1. Indra 

2. Agni 

3. Usha 

4. Rudra 

5. Vak 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given 

below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 3, 4 and 5 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

90. Which of the following statements are 

correct regarding the Lion Capital, Sarnath? 

1. It was built in commemoration of 

the Dhammachakrapravartana by the 

Buddha 

2. The whole capital has been adopted 

as the National Emblem of 

Independent India. 

3. It is now kept in the archaeological 

museum at Sarnath. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

 

91. Consider the following statements 

regarding Sallekhana: 

1. It is a religious practice of 

voluntarily 

fasting to death by gradually reducing 

the intake of food and liquids. 

2. It can be performed by both Jain 

ascetics 

and householders. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

92. Match the following: 

Vedas Characteristic 

A. Rigveda  1. Collection of sacrificial 

formulae 

B. Samveda  2. Collection of hymns 

C. Yajurveda 3. Collection of spells and 

charms 

D. Atharvaveda 4. Collection of songs 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given 

below: 

A B C D 

(a)  1 3 4 2 

(b)  4 1 2 3 

(c)  2 4 1 3 

(d)  3 2 4 1 

 

93. Which of the following are the traits 

linked to Aryan culture? 

1. Use of horse-drawn chariots 

2. Practice of pit dwelling 

3. Practice of cremating the dead 

4. Horse sacrifice 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 
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94. Consider the following statements 

regarding Chalcolithic age: 

1. Chalcolithic people were primarily 

rural communities who used only 

copper objects. 

2. Both black-and-red pottery and 

ochre colored pottery are associated 

with this phase. 

3. The settlement pattern and burial 

practices suggest the beginnings of 

social inequalities in Chalcolithic 

society. 

Which of the above statements is/are 

incorrect? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

95. With reference to the history of 

philosophical thought in India, consider the 

following statements regarding Samkhya 

school:  

1. Samkhya does not accept the 

theory of rebirth or transmigration of 

soul. 

2. Samkhya holds that it is the self-

knowledge that leads to liberation and 

not any exterior influence or agent. 

Which of the statements given above is/are 

correct? 

(a) 1 only  

(b) 2 only 

(c) Both 1 and 2 

(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

96. Which of the following characterizes / 

characterize the people of Indus Civilization?  

1. They possessed great palaces and 

temples. 

2. They worshipped both male and 

female deities. 

3. They employed horse-drawn 

chariots in warfare. 

Select the correct statement/statements 

using the codes given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 only 

(c) 1, 2 and 3 

(d) None of the statements given above 

is correct 

 

97. The national motto of India, ‘Satyameva 

Jayate’ inscribed below the Emblem of India 

is taken from 

(a) Katha Upanishad  

(b) Chandogya Upanishad 

(c) Aitareya Upanishad 

(d) Mundaka Upanishad 

 

98. Which of the following statements is/are 

correct regarding the Later Vedic age? 

1. Agriculture was the chief 

occupation. 

2. The importance of prayers declined 

and that of sacrifices increased. 

3. The importance of the Samiti 

increased during this period. 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

a) 1 only 

b) 3 only 

c) 1 and 2 only 

d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 

99. Kasyapiyas and Mahisasakas are sects 

of: 

a) Buddhism 

b) Jainism 

c) Vaishnavism 

d) Shaivism 
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100. Which of the following are the features 

of Harappan town planning? 

1. Streets arranged in a rectangular 

grid pattern 

2. Higher citadel in east and lower 

town in west 

3. Use of burnt bricks for construction 

4. Doors and windows opening into 

main streets 

5. Loosely covered drains alongside 

the main road 

Select the correct answer using the code 

given below: 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 3 and 5 only 

(c) 2, 3, and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 

 

 

 


